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V I N E Y A R D

Since its founding in the 1972, Chalk Hill Estate has been recognized as one of 

California's benchmark producers. Our 1300+-acre property is located at the 

convergence of a number of diverse climates, soils and terrains in the 

northeastern hills of Sonoma County. Our new Trenton Road Vineyard, a few 

miles west of the winery, is set in the in the center of the Russian River Valley 

AVA. In addition to the 48 acres of vines, it is home to 140 acres of native 

woodlands, two groves of redwoods, steep hillsides and stunning views of the 

valley and mountains. While it bears many similarities to our Chalk Hill Estate, 

the cooler conditions at Trenton road make it an ideal site for Pinot Noir. 

H A R V E S T  D A T A

H a r v e s t  D a t e s     September 22 – October 1, 2011

A v e r a g e  Y i e l d s     3.4 tons/acre

A v e r a g e  B r i x  a t  H a r v e s t     24.5˚

F E R M E N T A T I O N  /  A G I N G  D A T A

monthly bâtonnage for five months

C o o p e r a g e     100% French oak (38% new) 

B a r r e l  A g i n g     11 months

W I N E  D A T A

B l e n d     100% Pinot Noir

B o t t l i n g  D a t e     August 16, 2012

p H     3.63          T A     5.2 g/L          A l c o h o l     14.8%

W I N E M A K I N G

A cool, wet spring and heavy rains in early June affected the set and reduced 

the potential size of the crop. July and August were also unseasonably cool 

making us wonder if things would ever get on track. Fortunately a week of hot 

temperatures in mid-September allowed the fruit to fully ripen and we 

harvested all of our Pinot prior to the rains in October. 

T A S T I N G

Our inaugural Pinot Noir is a wonderful example of the Russian River Valley 

AVA. A blend of clone 37 and clone 777, it delivers all the wild, exotic spice 

one expects from this cool, maritime region. The aromas are saturated with 

cherries, raspberries, tea leaves and pipe tobacco. The palate adds �g and 

smoked meat to the mix. The �nish is rich, long and elegant.
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e s t a t e  b o t t l e d

2011 Russian River Pinot Noir


