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Greetings Wine Club Members,

With harvest now behind us, we are enjoying a much welcomed respite from the demands of the season. In the cellar, we are barreling down 
our 2024 red wines, performing bâtonnage on the white wines, and planning for the upcoming bottling of our 2023 Chardonnays. While the 
vines are dormant, our vineyard team will be pruning and preparing for budbreak come early spring. 

Your holiday white wine selection starts with the 2022 Carol Ann Chardonnay. Fermented in neutral French oak, this wine is fruit-forward, 
bright, lively, and refreshing. It exhibits aromas and flavors of apple, peach, and ginger with white floral notes. It is a perfect apéritif or hostess 
gift this holiday season.

Next, the 2021 Founder’s Chardonnay. The Founder’s Block Chardonnay is the pinnacle Chardonnay in the Chalk Hill portfolio only made 
in truly exceptional vintages on our estate. Due to our commitment to quality, we chose not to produce a 2022 vintage, but we held back some 
2021, aging it to perfection in our cellar to re-release just in time for the holidays. This Chardonnay is big, rich, and creamy. Well-integrated 
French oak and layers of baking spice, toasted marshmallow, apple pie, and baked pear make this wine an excellent choice for a variety of main 
course dishes including fresh crab or turkey.  

We are excited to share with you the 2023 inaugural vintage of our Winner’s Circle Pinot Noir from our recently-acquired Winner Circle 
Vineyard in Russian River Valley. This special blend was selected from two blocks planted to clones 943 & Calera. This Pinot has a rich, vibrant 
color with aromas of cherry, plum, cranberry, baking spices and well-integrated French oak. The palate is savory with a touch of sweetness and 
soft, velvet-like tannins through the long, juicy finish. If you’re looking for the ideal wine to share at your holiday gathering, this is it. It is a 
feature-worthy wine that is sure to elevate any meal.

Lastly, the 2022 Estate Red. Primarily comprised of Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec, this wine is a powerhouse. Black currant, barrel spice, 
plum, and a touch of earth complement abundant dark fruit, leather, and black tea over a silky-tannin backbone. A touch of clove lingers on 
the finish. Enjoy with braised beef short ribs, steak tartare, or prime rib.

On behalf of the entire Chalk Hill family, I wish you a wonderful holiday season and New Year. 

Cheers,

Darrell Holbrook, Winemaker

upcoming events
Join us for our annual ‘Holiday at the Estates’ celebration, featuring 
‘Holidays Around the World’. This seated tasting experience will 
include a curated selection of wines along with Mediterranean-
inspired bites. December 7th and 8th.

festive gift  guide
Whether you’re hosting for the holidays or travelling to see friends 
and family, make sure you bring the perfect gift for your loved ones. 
Discover our holiday catalog today to choose the perfect gift this 
holiday season.

festive gift guidersvp here

https://holiday.foleyfoodandwinesociety.com/link/709705/
https://www.chalkhill.com/events/chalk-hill-holiday-at-the-estate/


holiday wine selection

2022 Carol Ann Chardonnay
This wine was especially unique as we worked with 

Proprietor Carol Ann Foley to create her “perfect” 
Chardonnay – a fresh, round, fruit-forward, and 

balanced, yet lighter style with notes of apple, pear, 
peaches, a hint of citrus, and a slight minerality. It 
finishes long with a beautifully balanced acidity.

fermentation / barrel
100% native yeast fermentation in barrel 

100% malolactic fermentation with weekly bâtonnage 
for 5 months, then monthly

Cooperage: 15 months in French oak, 41% 1-year, 59% 2-year

wine
Blend: 100% Chardonnay

pH 3.54         TA 5.73 g/L           Alcohol 15.1%

2021 Founder’s  Chardonnay
The 2021 Founder’s Block Chardonnay comes from a 
special parcel on our estate that produces extremely 
small yields of berries that are noteworthy for their 

great concentration, balance and complexity. The 2021 
was made with 100% native yeast and is unfined and 
unfiltered. On the palate, a creamy richness, marked 
by ripe pear, baked apple, and baking spices, produce 

rounded layers and texture.

fermentation / barrel
100% native yeast fermentation in barrel 

100% malolactic fermentation with bi-weekly 
bâtonnage for 5 months, then monthly

Cooperage: 15 months in 100% French oak, 92% new

wine
Blend: 100% Chalk Hill Proprietary Clone 97 Chardonnay

pH 3.5         TA 5.64 g/L           Alcohol 15.1%

2023 Winner’s Circle Pinot Noir
Welcome to the Winner’s Circle. This inaugural 
bottling of exquisite Pinot Noir comes from the 

Winner’s Circle Vineyard located in the picturesque 
Russian River Valley. Abundant dark fruit aromas 
with notes of spice, vanilla, and a subtle earthiness 

waft from the glass. On the palate, the wine is bold yet 
the balance of rustic tannins and acid are in perfect 
harmony. The flavor profile is deeply layered, with 
evolving characters from entry through the long 

finish. Drinking well now, with proper cellaring this 
wine is expected to age well for 5-7 years. 

fermentation / barrel
cultured yeast fermentation in barrel

bi-weekly bâtonnage during fermentation
Cooperage: 9 months in French oak, 55%new

wine
Blend: 100% Pinot Noir

pH 3.59         TA 5.7 g/L           Alcohol 14.5%

2022 Estate Red
This 2022 Estate Red is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Malbec, Petit Verdot, and Syrah. It opens with savory 

aromas of blueberry, blackberry, cigar box, tobacco 
leaf, black tea, and an underlying earthy/herbal tone. 

The palate is dense and complex with black cherry, 
vanilla, and roasted coffee bean flavors laced with 

supple tannins. This wine will age beautifully over the 
next 15 years.

fermentation / barrel
stainless steel fermentation with monthly topping

Cooperage: 20 months in 100% French oak, 56% new

wine
Blend: 57% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Malbec,

15% Petit Verdot, 3% Syrah

pH 3.7         TA 6.11 g/L           Alcohol 15.1%
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